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It was his grandson, Frederick II, who resembled him in so
many respects, that fulfilled the purpose of Roger II.
The election It seems like going back into another age when we turn
ofConiadlll from tlie or<jere(j an(j cultured life of the Sicilian kingdom to
medieval Germany, once again distracted by civil war. The
election that followed the death of Lothar was as significant
as the one that had raised him to the throne. Once more
the king had no son to succeed him but had designated his
heir; once more the electors rejected the heir and led by a
revengeful archbishop gave the crown to his chief rival; and
though they chose on this occasion a man of royal blood, the
election marked a further stage towards their ultimate con-
trol. Henry the Proud, the rejected heir, had recently been
invested by Lothar with his own duchy of Saxony. Having
already the allodial possessions that had come to him from
his mother, with those that he now received as Lothar's heir,
he occupied a territorial position in East Saxony unequalled
since the days of the Liudolfing house. Henceforward
Saxony is the centre of Welf power. And besides this he
held the duchy of Bavaria and, in fief from the Pope, the
lands of countess Matilda; his brother Welf had the family
estates in Suabia and North Italy. Had the title of king
been added, Henry would have easily mastered the Hohen-
staufen, and he would have ruled Germany with a strong
hand. By choosing his weaker rival, the electors perpetuated
the dangerous feud of Welf and Hohenstaufen.
The German nobles were probably afraid of the masterful
nature of Henry and disinclined to have him as their king.
But again it was the Church that decided the election.
Henry's pride had offended those who had been the stoutest
champions of Lothar. The Pope in particular regarded him
with suspicion (there had been considerable friction between
them during the campaign in South Italy), and sent a legate
to work for Conrad, with whom he had become reconciled.
As there was no archbishop of Mayence and the archbishop
of Cologne had barely been elected, the initiative in Germany
lay with the third in rank of the ecclesiastical princes, the
archbishop of Troves, Albero. He had a long-standing griev-
ance against Lothar and Henry, and like Adalbert of Mayence
in 1125 had now the opportunity for revenge. At a hastily-

